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Ebbw  Vale  Urban  District  Council. 


Rateable  Value 

...  £134,745 

Area  of  District 

...  6,817  acres 

Population  (Census)  1931  ... 

31,695 

Population  (Estimated)  1946 

29,260 

Population  (Estimated)  1945 

28,000 

Population  (Estimated)  for  Birth  and  Death  Rate  ... 

29,260 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  inhabitants 

20.44 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  inhabitants  1945 

18.40 

Number  of  Living  Births  ... 

598 

Illegitimate  Births 

29 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  inhabitants  ...  ...  ... 

11.07 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  inhabitants  1945 

12.14 

Number  of  Deaths 

324 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

0.10 

Infant  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births  ... 

36.79 

Infants  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births  1945 

58.25 

Phthisis  Death  Rate  per  1,000  inhabitants 

0.68 

2 


Ebbw  Vale  Urban  District  Council 


Chairman  ...  ...  Councillor  S.  Gale,  J.P. 

Vice-Chairman  ...  Councillor  F.  Bird. 


Members  of  The  Council. 


Councillor  J.  G.  Bush 
„ J.  Cool 

,,  W.  Darby 

„ A.  Davies 

„ D.  Davies. 

„ Mrs.  F.  A.  Davies 

„ J.  Davies 

,,  J.  Edwards 

„ O.  Harris 

Councillor  E. 


Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Harrison 

,,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Honeyfield,  J.P. 

„ J.  James 

„ C.  Jenkins 

„ T.  Nicholas 

„ C.  W.  Norton 

„ F.  Talbot 

„ A.  Thomas 

„ D.  Warren 

Williams 


Clerk  to  the  Council 
Deputy  Clerk  to  the  Council 
Treasurer  and  Accountant  ... 
Engineer,  Surveyor  and  Architect 

Health 

Chairman 


R.  E.  Herbert,  Esq. 

H.  Williams,  Esq.,  Solicitor. 

W.  Hicks,  F.EM.T.A.,  A.S.A.A. 

J.  G.  Hoskins,  M.Inst.  M.&Cy.E. 

Committee. 

Councillor  J.  Cool. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

F.  M.  Fonseca,  F.R.C.S.L,  D.P.H. 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector : 

David  Davies,  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.EA. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors : 

A.  Stokes,  A.R.S.E,  M.S.EA. 

J.  M.  Williams,  M.S.EA. 

Clerical  Staff : 

Miss  G.  G.  Owen.  Miss  M.  Porter. 

T.  S.  Bowen. 


JNNUAL  TiEPORT 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

to  the 


Ebbw  X)ale  Urban  District  Council 
for  the  Year  1 946. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  report  for  the  year  1946.  It  is  made  in 
accordance  with  the  Memorandum  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  area  of  the  Ebbw  Vale  Urban  District  is  6,817  acres,  with  an  estimated  population 
of  29,260. 

The  population  given  by  the  Registrar-General  for  1946  for  calculating  Birth  and 
Death  Rate  is  29,260. 

These  returns  of  births  and  deaths  as  submitted  will  be  used  for  calculating  purposes. 
The  figures  do  not  quite  correspond  with  those  of  the  weekly  returns  of  the  Local  Registrar. 
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Births 


There  were  during  1946,  475  births  Registered,  of  which  254  were  males  and  221 
females;  15  males  and  6 females  being  illegitimate.  The  returns  as  submitted  by  the  Registrar- 
General  were  319  males  and  279  females;  16  males  and  13  females  being  illegitimate,  thus 
making  a total  of  598,  or  123  more  than  the  local  returns. 

The  general  birth  rate  per  1,000  inhabitants  is  20.44,  as  against  18.40  for  1945  and 
19.1  for  England  and  Wales.  In  1946  the  male  birth  rate  was  10.90,  the  female  being  9.54 
per  1,000,  while  in  1945  these  birth  rates  were  8.96  and  9.43  respectively. 

TABLE  I. 


Year 

Population 

No.  of 
Births 

Birth  Rate 

England 
and  Wales 

1944 

28,440 

431 

18.53 

17.60 

1945 

28,000 

515 

18.40 

16.10 

1946 

29,260 

598 

20.44 

19.10 

Births  for  the  Year, 

1946. 

1 

Month 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

January 

... 

16 

11 

..  27  , 

February 

... 

14 

22 

36 

57 

50 

107 

March 

... 

27 

17 

44 

April 

... 

16 

17 

33  ^ 

May 

... 

20 

18 

38 

67 

53 

120 

June 

... 

31 

18 

49 

July 

... 

23 

16 

39  . 

August 

22 

18 

40 

65 

54 

119 

September 

20 

20 

40  ^ 

5 


October 

18 

23 

..  41  1 

1 

November 

23 

22 

..  45  ! 

1 

[ 

^ 65 

64 

129 

December 

24 

19 

43  1 

1 

254 

..  221 

..  475 

254 

221 

475 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Illegitimate 

15 

6 

21 

Number  of 

Still'Births. 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Legitimate 

8 

6 

14 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

8 

6 

14 

Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  the  area  as  returned  by  the  Registrar- 
General  from  All  Causes  was  324;  of  this  number  190  being  males  and  134  females. 

The  weekly  returns  of  deaths  from  the  Local  Registrar  together  with  the  transferable 
deaths  returned  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  shows  the  total  number  335;  195 
being  males  and  140  females. 

The  general  death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  is  1 1 .07 ; 6.49  being  males  and 
4.58  females,  while  for  England  and  Wales  the  annual  death  rate  is  11.50. 
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TABLE  II. 


Year 

Population 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Death  Rate 

England 
and  Wales 

1944 

28,440 

336 

11.81 

11.60 

1945 

29,000 

340 

12.14 

11.40 

1946 

29,260 

324 

11.07 

11.50 

Monthly  Deaths 

of  Males  and 

Females. 

Month. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

January 

... 

11 

... 

15 

26 

February 

... 

15 

... 

15 

30 

March 

... 

18 

6 

24 

April  . . . 

... 

16 

... 

7 

23 

May  ... 

... 

17 

... 

8 

25 

June  ... 

... 

15 

... 

13 

28 

July  ... 

... 

9 

... 

14 

23 

August 

... 

22 

... 

8 

30 

September 

... 

10 

14 

24 

October 

... 

9 

... 

8 

17 

November 

... 

13 

... 

17 

30 

December 

... 

18 

... 

5 

23 

173 

... 

130 

303 
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Causes  of  Death  m Ebbw  Vale  Urban  District,  1946. 

M F 

190  134 

0 1 

1 0 

0 0 

0 2 

0 0 

9 8 

2 1 

0 0 

1 2 


10 

Measles 

0 

0 

11 

Ac.  polio-myel  and  polio-enceph. 

0 

0 

12 

Ac.  inf.  enceph. 

0 

0 

13 

Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  oesoph.  (m)  uterus  (f) 

2 

3 

14 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

7 

2 

15 

Cancer  of  breast 

0 

5 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

22 

12 

17 

Diabetes 

1 

3 

18 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

20 

16 

19 

Heart  Disease 

44 

36 

20 

Other  dis.  of  circ.  system 

9 

4 

21 

Bronchitis 

9 

8 

22 

Pneumonia 

7 

5 

1 Typhoid  and  parat.  fever 

2 Cerebro-spinal  fever 

3 Scarlet  fever 

4 Whooping  Cough 

5 Diphtheria 

6 Tub.  of  resp.  sys. 

7 Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

8 Syphilitic  diseases 

9 Influenza 
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Causes  of  Death — Continued 


23  Other  resp.  dis. 

24  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

25  Diarrhcea  under  2 years.., 

26  Appendicitiis 

27  Other  difjve.  dis. 

28  Nephritus 

29  Puer.  and  post-abort,  sepsis 

30  Other  maternal  causes  .. 

31  Prem.  Birth 

32  Con.  mal.  birth  inj.  Infant,  dis. 

33  Suicide 

34  Hoad  traffic  acc. 

\ 

3.3  Other  violent  causes 
36  All  other  causes 


M 

2 

3 
0 
0 

4 

9 

0 

0 

2 

6 

■) 

7 

9 

12 


F 

2 

0 

0 

0 

6 

5 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 
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Population 


29260 


Live  Births  ; 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 
Illeuitimate... 

Still  Births  : 

Total 

Leuiiimate  ... 


M F 

319  279 

303  266 

16  13 

14  1 1 

12  1 1 

0 


Illeuitimate  ... 
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Causes  of  r>cath  — Continued. 


Dfatlis  of  Iiil.int-^  imrlpi-  1 vp  ir  ol  ;i<^c  ; 


M 

!■' 

'rr'ta! 

0 

Leiiitin.'ilp 

1 1 

/ 

Ill'  i.'il im:itp  ... 

0 

The  Statistical  Rates  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  the  County  of  Monmouth  for  the 

are  as  follows  : — 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ... 

... 

19.9 

Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

... 

0.64 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population 

11.7 

Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births 

... 

47.6 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  for  the  County  are  : — 

Puerperal 

Sepsis 

Others 

Total 

Per  1,000  total  Births  (Live  and  Still)  ...  .16 

2.03 

2.19 

Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality, 
Maternal  Mortality  and  Case  rates  for  Certain  Infectious 

diseases  in  the  Year  1946. 

Provisional  iif^ures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns. 


Enjiland 

and 

Wales 

1 26  C Rs.  and 
Great  Towns  in- 
cludin^r  London 

148  smaller  Towns 
Resident  pop. 
25,000—50,000 
at  1931  census 

London 

Administrative 

County 

* R: 

tes  per  1,000  Civilian  Population. 

1 

Live  Births 

19.1  t 

22.2 

21.3 

21.5 

Still 

0..S3t 

0.67 

0.59 

0.54 

Deaths 

All  Causes 

11..S  t 

12.7 

11.7 

12.7 

d'yphoid  & Paratyphoid... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whoopiu}»  Cou^h 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

InHueuza 

0.1. s 

0.13 

0.14 

0.12 

Smallpo.\ 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Measles 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  births 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  ajie 

43  I 

46 

37 

41 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis  under  2 yrs  of  aj^e 

4.4 

6.1 

2.8 

4.2 

A dash  ( — ) sif^niiies  that  there  were  no  deaths, 
II  Per  1,000  related  births, 
t Rates  per  1,000  total  population. 


II 


X 

.H  5 

> .Ox 
^ C.O  n 

V 

« -c  — 

C rt  > 

i ^ = 

CC  o 
J H ^ 

p o O 

_QJ  c:  1 ^ 

”2  o o 27 

S B i 

J|3 

^ P '2 
” c5  "5 

C c/1  ^ 

(A  (U 

"C 

< 

Rates  per  1,000  civilian  popnlation. 


Notifications— 

Typhoid  fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Paratvphoid  tever 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

Cerebro  spinal  fever 

0.05 

0.05 

0.04 

0.06 

Scarlet  fever 

1.38 

1.51 

1.33 

1.42 

Whooping  cough 

2.28 

2.48 

2.05 

2.22 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.28 

0.32 

0.31 

0.24 

Erysipelas  ... 

0.22 

0.25 

0.22 

0.27 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

3,92 

4.73 

3.70 

7.35 

Pneumonia 

0.89 

1.02 

0.74 

0.75 

Rate‘s  per  1,000  Total  Births  (live  and  still)  : 
a.  Notitications  ; 


Puerperal  tever 
Puerperal  pyrexia 


1 

/ 


8.50 


I 


10.35 


7.63 


f 1.62 

\ y 68* 


b.  Maternal  Mortality — England  and  Wales  : 


No.  140 

No.  141 

No.  147 

Nos.  142-6 

Abortion 

Abortion 

Puerperal 

148-150 

with  Sepsis 

without  Sepsis 

Infections 

Other 

013 

0.06 

0.18 

1.06 

Abortion  : Mortality’  per  million  women  aged  15 — 15 
England  and  Wales  : 


No.  141  without  Sepsis 
5 


* Including  Puerperal  tever. 


No.  140  with  Sepsis 
11 


Causes  of  Death  in  Ebbw  Vale  Urban  District,  1946. 


(Tj 

Ct 

C/5 

U 

crt 

(/; 

V 

a 

c: 

o 

o 

to 

Diseases 

E 

CJ 

u 

— 

rn 

1 

iri 

1 

1 

7 

-1- 

1 

o 

1 

<5 

< 

J- 

rr'j 

I 

I 

1 

O 

o 

1 

m 

I 

3j 

D 

(M 

-r 

o 

1 Typhoid  and  Para-typhoid 

1 

Fevers 

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

3 Scarlet  F'ever 

4 Whoopin.i;  Cou.t'h 

5 Diphtheria 

6 Tuberculosis  of  Respiratorv 

... 

2 

2 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

OrjJans 

10 

10 

20 

... 

1 

... 

8 

3 

5 

7 Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

1 

J 

1 

8 Syphilitic  Diseases 

... 



9 InHiicuza 

9 

2 

1 

1 

10  Measles 

11  Ac  Polio-myel  and  Polio- 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•• 

encephalitis 

• • • 

... 

... 

• • « 

... 

12  Ac  Inf.  Encphalilis 

13  Cancer  of  buc  cav  & oesoph 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

(M)  uterus  (F) 

1 

5 

6 

... 

1 

3 

1 4 Cancer  of  Stomach  and 

duodenum 

5 

9 

7 

. . • 

3 

4 

15  Cancer  of  Breast 

■ • • 

3 

3 

... 

1 

1 

1 

16  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 

22 

10 

32 

. . . 

11 

19 

17  Diabetes 

1 

6 

7 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

5 

18  Intra-cranial  vascularlesions 

19  Heart  Disease 

33 

32 

65 

... 

3 

3 

21 

38 

20  Other  dis.  of  circu.  system 

3 

3 

6 

... 

3 

3 

21  Bronchitis 

14 

10 

24 

... 

... 

7 

17 

22  Pneumonia 

17 

10 

27 

7 

1 

1 

1 

5 

12 

23  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

. • • 

... 

... 

• • • 

... 

24  Ulcer, stomach  or  duodenum 

2 

7 

25  Diarrhoea  (under  2 yrs.)  ... 

... 

26  Appendicitis 

27  Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

28  Nephritis 

8 

5 

13 

1 

... 

1 

1 

5 

5 

29  Pue.  and  post-abort  sepsis 

• • • 

... 

• •. 

30  Othrer  Maternal  Causes  ... 

• • • 

1 

31  Premature  Birth 

32  Congenital  Malformation 

2 

1 

3 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Birth  Injuries,  Infantile 
Diseases 

1 

1 

1 

33  Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

34  Road  Traffic  Accident 

3 

3 

-> 

1 

35  Other  Violent  Causes 

16 

1 

17 

1 

1 

4 

2 

0 j 

7 

36  All  other  Causes 

54  1 

37 

91 

10 

'y 

1 

16  1 

59 

195 

140 

335  1 

24 

1 

3 

1 

... 

2 

22  j 

17 

a.; 

175 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Ebbw  Vale  Urban  District,  1946. 


Diseases 

North 

Ward 

Badminton 

Ward 

North  Central 
Ward 

Central 

Ward 

.South  Central 
Ward 

South 

Ward 

1 'ryphoid  and  Para-typlioid 

Fevers 

1 

1 

3 Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

3 Scarlet  F'ever  ... 

4 Whoopinj*  Cough 

1 

1 

9 

.S  Diphtheria 

6 Tuberculosis  of  Respiratorv 
Organs 

3 

3 

3 

3 

6 

2 

20 

7 Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

8 Syphilitic  Diseases 

• • • 

• • • 

9 Influenza 

... 

* « • 

2 

0 

10  Measles 

... 

• • • 

... 

11  Ac  Polio-myel  and  Polio- 
encephalitis ... 

12  Ac  Inf.  Encphalitis 

• • • 

• • t 

... 

13  Cancer  of  buc  cav  & oesoph 

(M)  uterus  (F) 

1 

1 

1 

3 

... 

6 

14  Cancer  of  Stomach  and 

duodenum 

1 

• • • 

3 

1 

2 

7 

15  Cancer  of  Breast 

1 

• • • 

1 

1 

3 

16  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 

9 

2 

9 

3 

6 

3 

32 

17  Diabetes 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

7 

18  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

• • • 

• • • 

19  Heart  Disease 

1 1 

5 

12 

17 

10 

10 

65 

20  Other  dis.  of  circu.  svstem 

2 

1 

... 

2 

1 

6 

21  Bronchitis 

4 

4 

4 

2 

6 

4 

24 

22  Pneumonia 

3 

4 

6 

2 

5 

7 

27 

23  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

• • • 

• • • 

24  Ulcer, stomach  or  duodenum 

• • « 

• » • 

1 

I 

-) 

25  Diarrhoea  (under  2 vrs.)  ... 

• • « 

• • • 

... 

26  Appendicitis  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

27  Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

28  Nepliritis 

O 

5 

3 

1 

2 

13 

29  Pue.  and  pcst-abort  sepsis 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

30  Othrer  Maternal  Causes  ... 

. • • 

... 

... 

31  Premature  Birth 

2 

• • • 

... 

1 

A 

3 

32  Congenital  Malfoi  mation 
Birth  Injuries,  Infantile 

Disea.ses 

1 

■ « • 

... 

1 

33  Suicide 

1 

• • • 

... 

1 

2 

34  Road  riallic  Accident 

1 

• • • 

1 

1 

... 

3 

35  Other  Violent  Causes 

4 

1 

4 

3 

2 

17 

36  All  other  Cair^es 

18 

9 

10 

17 

22 

15 

91 

63 

33 

59 

57 

70 

53 

335 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


There  were  461  NotiRcations  of  the  Statutory  Notifiable  Diseases  as  against  1.157 
in  1945,  showing  a decrease  of  696. 


Zymotic  Mortality. 

Out  of  the  324  deaths  from  all  causes,  there  were  3 from  the  “ Seven  Principal 
Diseases.” 

Small-pox,  0;  Scarlet  Fever,  0;  Diphtheria  and  Membraneous  Group,  0;  Enteric  Fever, 
1 ; Measles,  0 ; Whooping-cough,  2 ; Diarroaea  and  Enteritis,  0. 

These  3 deaths  correspond  to  an  annual  Zymotic  Death  Rate  of  0.10  per  thousand 
of  the  population,  as  compared  with  0.28  for  1945. 

Details  as  to  the  number  of  cases  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


TABLE  VI. 

Zymotic  Diseases,  1946, 


Disease 

Notified 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 
fatality 
per  cent. 

Death 

Rate 

England 

and 

Wales 

1. 

Small-pox 

0 

0 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

2. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

136 

0 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

3. 

Diphtheria 

19 

0 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

4. 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

1 

50.00 

0.03 

0.00 

5. 

Measles 

75 

0 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

6. 

Whooping-cough 

97 

2 

2.06 

0.07 

0.02 

7. 

Diarrhoea  & Enteritis  (under  two 
years) 

0 

0 

0.00 

0.00 

4.40 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  births. 
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Total  number  of  Deaths 


3 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.10 

The  rate  of  attack  of  all  Infectious  Diseases  was  15.75,  while  in  1945  it  was  41.32. 


Scarlet  Fever. 


1946 

1945 

1944 

Number  of  Cases  Notified 

136 

157 

169 

Number  of  Deaths 

0 

1 

0 

Death  Rate  for  1,000  Ebbw  Vale 

0.00 

0.04 

0.00 

England  and  Wales 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

The  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  notified  during  the  year  is  21  less  than  in  1945. 

Of  the  136  cases  notified,  none  occurred  in  children  under  one  year;  47  in  children 
from  one  to  five  years;  82  in  children  from  five  to  fifteen  years. 

36  cases  occurred  in  the  North  Ward;  11  in  the  Badmniton  Ward;  39  in  the  North 
Central  Ward;  32  in  the  Central  Ward;  9 in  the  South  Central  Ward;  and  9 in  the  South 
Ward. 


16 


Monthly  Notification  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

1946 

1945 

1944 

January 

20 

18 

4 

February 

16 

16 

4 

March 

8 

12 

8 

April  . . . 

8 

5 

6 

May  . . . 

16 

6 

0 

June  ... 

7 

1 

5 

July  ... 

12 

1 

4 

August 

7 

2 

0 

September 

9 

8 

11 

October 

13 

41 

23 

November 

9 

26 

63 

December 

11 

21 

41 

136 

157 

169 
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Diphtheria,  and  Membraneous  Groups. 


1946 

1945 

1944 

Number  of  Cases  Notified 

19 

33 

2 

Number  of  Deaths 

0 

1 

0 

Attack  Rate  per  1,000  Ebbw  Vale 

0.65 

1.18 

0.07 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Ebbw  Vale 

0.00 

0.04 

0.00 

England  and  Wales 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

Of  the  cases  notified  17  were  removed  to  hospital. 

Four 

cases  occurred 

in  the  North 

Ward;  two  in  the  Badminton  Ward;  two  in  the  North  Central  Ward;  eight  in  the  South 
Central  Ward;  and  three  in  the  South  Ward. 


Monthly 

Notification  of 

Diphtheria 

1946 

1945 

January 

7 

0 

February 

6 

0 

March 

1 

0 

April  ... 

0 

0 

May  ... 

0 

0 

June  ... 

1 

1 

July 

1 

0 

August 

1 

1 

September 

0 

0 

October 

2 

1 

November 

0 

10 

December 

0 

20 

1944 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 


Report  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation,  1946. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  in  this  area  is  carried  out  at  the  Office  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Welfare  Centres,  Schools  and  the  surgeries  of  the  local  medical  pracitioners. 
Children  at  or  about  the  age  of  one  year,  and  those  of  older  ages  under  five,  are  immunised 
either  at  the  centres  indicated  or  at  the  surgeries.  Sessional  work  is  carried  out  with  children 
attending  school.  Certain  schools  are  allocated  to  definite  medical  practitioners,  and  when  the 
head  teachers  of  those  schools  have  a list  of  consents  they  inform  the  doctor  concerned  who 
then  attends  the  school  and  carries  out  the  necessary  immunisations. 

The  child  who  was  immunised  in  infancy  is  whenever  possible  given  a reinforcing 
dose  in  later  years  after  a period  of  approximately  five  years.  The  suggestion  in  a recent 
circular  advocating  as  routine,  reinforcement  doses  at  the  ages  of  5 and  10  years  will  in  future 
be  carried  out. 


Table  A. 

The  estimated  percentage  of  the  mid*1946  chlid  population  who  had  been  immunised  against 
Diphtheria  up  to  31st  December,  1946. 


No. 

Age  Group 

Immunised  Estimated 

up  to 

population 

Estimated 

31.12.46 

mid- 1946 

percentage 

Under  5 years 

1,261 

2,580 

48.88% 

Between  5 and  15  years 

4,543 

4,670 

97.28% 

l able  B. 


The  number  of  Immunisations  carried  out  in  the  district  during  the  year  1946,  together 
with  the  number  of  Diphtheria  Notifications  among  the  Immunised  and  Non-immunised  groups. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria  during  the  year. 


Under  5 yrs. 

5-15  yrs. 

Total. 

No.  Immunised  during  the  year  1946 

587 

622 

1,209 

No.  Reinforcement  Doses 

— 

97 

97 

Diphtheria  Cases  Notified  (total) 

9 

10 

19 

» „ Immunised 

1 

5 

6 

})  „ Non-Immunised 

8 

5 

13 

19 


Enteric  Fever  (Including  Para-Typhoid). 


1946 

1945 

1944 

Number  of  Cases  Notified 

2 

1 

0 

Number  of  Deaths 

1 

0 

0 

Attack  Rate  per  1,000  Ebbw  Vale 

0.07 

0.04 

0.00 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Ebbw  Vale 

0.03 

0.00 

0.00 

England  and  Wales  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Monthly  Notification  of 

Enteric 

Fever 

(Including  Para-Typhoid). 


January 
February 
March 
April  . . . 
May  . . . 
June  ... 
July  ... 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 


1946 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 


1945 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


1944 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 
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Whooping  Cough 


1946 

1945 

1944 

Number  of  Cases  Notified 

97 

125 

72 

Number  of  Deaths 

2 

1 

0 

Attack  Rate  per  1,000  Ebbw  Vale 

3.32 

4.46 

2.53 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Ebbw  Vale 

0.07 

0.04 

0.00 

England  and  Wales 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

Monthly  Notification  of 

Whooping 

Cough. 

1946 

1945 

1944 

January 

2 

12 

... 

4 

February 

12 

20 

2 

March 

9 

15 

4 

April  ... 

7 

8 

0 

May 

7 

2 

... 

4 

June  ... 

15 

5 

. . . 

1 

July 

10 

4 

... 

7 

August 

9 

7 

... 

12 

September 

9 

27 

... 

3 

October 

7 

11 

. . . 

1 

November 

7 

7 

20 

December 

3 

7 

... 

14 

97 

125 

72 
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ophthalmia  Neonatorum 


One  case  of  this  disease  was  reported  and  this  occurred  in  the  North  Ward. 


Notified 

Case.s 

'I'rcated 

At  Home  In  Hospital 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Monthly  Notitication  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 


1946 

1945 

1944 

January 

1 

0 

1 

February 

0 

0 

2 

March 

0 

0 

1 

April  ... 

0 

0 

1 

May  ... 

0 

1 

3 

June  ... 

0 

0 

2 

July  ... 

0 

0 

0 

August 

0 

0 

1 

September 

0 

0 

0 

October 

0 

2 

1 

November 

0 

2 

0 

December 

0 

0 

1 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS, 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  176. 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  Section  during  the  year  1946. 


Measles. 


1946 

1945 

1944 

Number  of  Cases  Notified 

... 

75 

696 

364 

Number  of  Deaths 

0 

0 

0 

Attack  Rate  per  1,000  Ebbw 

Vale 

2.56 

24.86 

12.8 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Ebbw  ' 

Vale 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

England  and  Wales  ... 

0.00 

0.02 

0.01 

Monthly  Notification 

of  Measles. 

1946 

1945 

1944 

January 

0 

15 

4 

February 

2 

30 

23 

March 

1 

42 

57 

April  ... 

0 

89 

68 

May 

0 

156 

. . . 

76 

June  ... 

4 

210 

71 

July 

3 

97 

38 

August 

5 

39 

... 

5 

September 

0 

9 

7 

October 

0 

2 

4 

November  ...  ...  4 

December  ...  ...  55 


696  ...  364 
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Pneumonia 


1946 

1945 

1944 

Number  of  Cases  Notified 

67 

62 

66 

Number  of  Deaths 

12 

16 

19 

Attack  Rate  per  1,000  Ebbw  Vale 

2.29 

2.21 

2.32 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Ebbw  Vale 

0.41 

0.57 

0.67 

Monthly  Notification  of 

Pneumonia. 

1946 

1945 

1944 

January  ...  ...  2 

10 

... 

9 

February  ...  ...  9 

8 

11 

March  ...  ••  12 

8 

... 

8 

April  ...  ...  •••  12 

4 

... 

1 

May  ...  ...  • • • 2 

3 

... 

4 

June  ...  ...  •••  7 

5 

3 

July + 

1 

... 

3 

August  ...  ...  4 

1 

2 

September  ...  ...  1 

1 

... 

5 

October  ...  ...  3 

8 

... 

6 

November  ...  ...  2 

1 

... 

3 

December  ...  ...  9 

12 

... 

11 

67 

62 

66 
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Influenza. 


1946 

1945 

1944 

Number  of  Deaths 

... 

3 

4 

5 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

Ebbw  Vale 

0.10 

0.14 

0.18 

England  and  Wales 

... 

0.15 

0.08 

0.12 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

1946 

1945 

1944 

Number  of  Deaths 

... 

0 

0 

0 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

Ebbw  Vale 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Monthly  Notification  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

1946 

1945 

1944 

January 

0 

0 

0 

February 

1 

0 

. . . 

0 

March 

0 

0 

... 

0 

April  ... 

0 

0 

. . * 

0 

May  ... 

0 

0 

. . . 

0 

June  ... 

0 

0 

. . • 

0 

July  

0 

0 

... 

0 

August 

0 

0 

... 

0 

September 

0 

0 

0 

October 

1 

0 

0 

November 

0 

0 

0 

December 

0 

0 

... 

u 

2 ...  0 ...  0 
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Tuberculosis. 


Forty-five  cases  were  notified  during  the  year : forty  being  Pulmonary  and  five  Other 

Forms. 

Seventeen  deaths  occurred  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis;  nine  males  and  eight  females, 
giving  an  annual  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  of  0.31  and  0.27  respectively. 


Three  deaths  occurred  from  Other  Forms 
1,000  of  0.10. 

of  Tuberculosis,  giving 

a death  rate 

Attack  Rate  per  1,000  Ebbw  Vale  : 

1946  1945 

1944 

In  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1.37  1.71 

1.65 

Other  Forms 

0.17  0.28 

0.46 

Monthly  Notification  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

1946 

1945 

1944 

January 

0 

2 

1 

February 

2 

2 

4 

March 

1 

4 

4 

April  ... 

0 

8 

5 

May  ... 

2 

2 

4 

June  ... 

7 

4 

5 

July 

5 

3 

2 

August 

3 

4 

9 

September 

5 

3 

3 

October 

7 

3 

3 

November 

4 

4 

4 

December 

4 

9 

3 

40 

48 

47 

26 


Monthly  Notification  of  Tuberculosis  (Other  Forms). 


1946 


1945 


1944 


January 
February 
March 
April  . . . 
May  . . . 
June  ... 
July  ... 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 


2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

1 

0 

1 

• 1 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 


2 

2 

1 

3 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 


8 


13 
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The  notification  of  T.B.  cases  on  the  whole  is  satisfactory.  When  notification  is  not  sent,  the 
doctors’  explanation  invariably  is  that  they  were  under  the  impression  it  had  been  notified. 
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Tuberculosis. 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 


Action  taken  under  these  regulations  relating  to  Tuberculous  employees  in 
the  Milk  Trade  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

(a)  Action  taken  under  Article  3 

(b)  Of  the  number  of  Gasse  in  which  Notices  have  been  served  under 
Article  5 

(c)  Of  the  number  of  appeals  (if  any)  under  Article  6 and  their 
result;  and 

(d)  Of  the  number  of  cases  in  which  compensation  has  been  paid, 

and  its  average  amount  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Njj 


Public  Health  Act.  1936,  Section  172. 

Action  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  section  during  1 946  ...  ...  Nil 


Report  of  Dr.  E.  Aslett,  Tuberculosis  Physician 

upon  tuberculosis  Work  in  Ebbw  tale  during 
the  Year  ended  T)ecember  3 I si,  1946. 

Patients  from  this  District  attended  the  Visiting  Station,  Workmen’s  Hall,  Ebbw 
Vale.  Attendance  here  is  weekly  as  the  area  served  is  a vrey  large  one. 

Details  of  the  cases  of  the  District  are  as  follows  : — 


Number  of  New  Gases  examined  ...  ...  ...  488 

Number  diagnosed  : 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  37 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  admitted  to  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  19 

Number  admitted  to  Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  8 

Total  number  of  attendances  atthe  Clinic  ...  ...  1,482 
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Erycipelas. 


Number  of  Gases  Notified 
Attack  Rate  per  1,000  Ebbw  Vale 


1946 

1945 

1944 

14 

20 

14 

0.48 

0.71 

0.49 

Monthly  Notification  of  Erysipelas. 


January 

February 

March 

April  . . . 

May 

June  . . . 

July  ... 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


1946 

5 

2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

2 

0 


1945 

1 

2 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

2 

3 


1944 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 


0 


14 


20 


H 
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Encephalitis  Lethargica 


1946 

1945 

1944 

Number  of  Cases  Notified 

... 

0 

0 

1 

Attack  Rate  per  1,000  Ebbw 

Vale 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

Number  of  Deaths 

... 

0 

0 

2 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Ebbw 

Vale 

0.00 

0.00 

0.07 

Monthly  Notification  of 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica. 

1946 

1945 

1944 

January 

0 

0 

0 

February 

0 

0 

... 

0 

March 

0 

0 

... 

0 

April  ... 

0 

0 

... 

0 

May  ... 

0 

0 

... 

0 

June  ... 

0 

0 

0 

July 

0 

0 

0 

August 

0 

0 

0 

September 

0 

0 

. . . 

0 

October 

0 

0 

. . . 

1 

November 

0 

0 

. . . 

0 

December 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Polio -Myelitis  and  Polio-Encephalitis 


1946 

1945 

1944 

Number  of  Cases  Notified 

2 

0 

0 

Number  of  Deaths 

0 

0 

0 

Attack  Rate  per  1,000  Ebbw  Vale 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Ebbw  Vale 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Monthly  Notification  of  Acute 

Polio- Myelitis 

and 

Polio-Encephalitis. 

1946 

1945 

1944 

January 

0 

0 

... 

0 

February 

0 

0 

0 

March 

0 

0 

0 

April  ... 

0 

0 

0 

May  ... 

0 

0 

... 

0 

June  ... 

0 

0 

... 

0 

July 

0 

0 

... 

0 

August 

0 

0 

... 

0 

September 

0 

0 

0 

October 

0 

0 

0 

November 

1 

0 

... 

0 

December 

1 

0 

... 

0 

2 

0 

... 

0 
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Cerebro- spinal 

Number  of  Cases  Notified 
Number  of  Deaths 
Attack  Rate  per  1,000  Ebbw  Vale 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  Ebbw  Vale 


Meningitis. 


1946 

1945 

1944 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Monthly  Notification  of  Cerebro-Spinal 


January 

February 

March 

April  . . . 

May 

June  ... 

July  ... 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


1946 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


1945 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Meningitis. 


1944 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 


3.1 


Dysentry. 


Number  of  Cases  Notified 
Attack  Rate  per  1,000  Ebbw  Vale 
Number  of  Deaths 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  Ebbw  Vale 

Malaria. 


1946  1945 

0 1 

0.00  0.04 

0 0 

0.00  0.00 


Number  of  Cases  Notified 
Attack  Rate  per  1,000  Ebbw  Vale 
Number  of  Deaths 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  Ebbw  Vale 


1946  1945 

0 0 

0.00  0.00 

0 0 

0.00  0.00 


Continued  Fever. 

NIL. 


Small-Pox. 

NIL. 


1944 

0 

0.00 

0 

0.00 

1944 

2 

0.07 

0 

0.00 


.34 


Memorandum. 


The  tabular  statement  shown  below  are  figures  submitted  by  the  Registrar-General 
for  the  information  of  Local  Medical  Officers  of  Health.  These  are  certain  Infectious  Diseases 
which  concern  the  District  as  compiled  from  his  returns.  The  second  column  gives  the  case 
rate  per  1,000  population  from  the  same  diseases  in  England  and  Wales  during  the  year  1946. 


Disease. 

Notified  Cases 
in  the  Disrtict. 

Case  Rate  per  1,000 
living  England  and  Wales. 

Typhoid  Fever 

2 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0 

0.02 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

1 

0.05 

Scarlet  Fever 

136 

1.38 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

97 

2.28 

Diphtheria 

19 

0.28 

Erysipelas 

14 

0.22 

Small-pox 

0 

0.00 

Measles  ... 

75 

3.92 

Pneumonia 

67 

0.89 

TABLE  VII. 

Analysis  of  Total  Cases  and  Deaths  of  Infectious  Diseases,  1946. 
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DEATHS 
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Infantile  Mortality 


1946 

1945 

1944 

Number  of  Deaths,  under  1 year 

22 

30 

29 

Number  of  Births 

598 

515 

527 

Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births 

36.79 

58.25 

55.03 

There  were  22  deaths  amongst  infants  under  one  year,  and  the  general  total  from  All 
Causes  was  324,  so  that  6.79  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  of  the  population  occurred  in  children 
under  one  year. 

According  to  the  returns  of  the  Registrar-General,  there  were  598  births  during  the 
year;  569  ligitimate,  out  of  which  18  died,  and  29  illegitimate  with  four  deaths. 

The  number  of  births  notified  by  the  Local  Registrar  was  475,  out  of  which  21  were 
illegitimate.  There  were  22  deaths. 


Table  VllI  Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1946. 

Net  Deaths  from  Stated  Causes  at  Various  Ages  under  One  Year. 
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Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1946. 
Distribution  of  Wards. 


]Xi}0±  ptiLMO 


qinos 


pju^VV 


OJ  ^ . ro  -f-  : ^ 


M 


"i" 


pjL’^v 


uo^uuupug 


^ <N 


CN 


mJON 


OJ 

Q 


IX 

(U 

(X 


o 


5 s 

u ^ 

£ Q 


£ 

P tx 
2 § 
a.  u 


5 

*c 

o 

e 

X C 

5^ 
p o 


c 
o 

1Z  f~" 
= CJ  c 


5 o 

O U 

U OQ 


;ll 

£ 

o o 
c o 

p b=i 

m 


c 

u 

Tj 

c 

C3 


1=1  -p 
o a 


i/> 

oj  a 


c 

o 


(D 


O 

. «o 

• 'at 
X -C  c 


^ X -fc- 

^ c5 

X ^ rt 

5 -=  2 a c 


a 
c 
a d 


cr. 

V 

X 


o 

u 

V 

x: 


a>  — 


O 

< 


I rt  -f  ir,  \o  3C  O'  O ^ ^ >ri  ^ 


40 


Isolation  Hospital  Report. 


During  the  year  1946,  the  following  cases  were  treated  at  the  Bedwellty  Isolation 
Hospital,  Aberbargoed,  and  the  Ashvale  Isolation  Hospital,  Tredegar  : — 


Disease 

Number 
of  cases 

Number 
of  Deaths 

Diphtheria 

17 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

0 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

1 

0 

23 

0 

Of  the  23  cases,  19  were  admitted  to  the  Ashvale  Isolation  Hospital,  and  four  to  the 
Bedwellty  Isolation  Hospital. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 


The  two  centres  of  the  district  are  situated  in  Ebbw  Vale  and  Beaufort.  Attendances 
continue  to  improve  thus  showing  that  the  value  of  such  centres  is  well  recognised  in  the  area. 
In  cases  requiring  further  treatment  or  closer  observation  than  it  is  possible  to  give  at  the 
weekly  sessions,  parents  are  advised  to  consult  their  own  medical  attendant. 

The  Ante-natal  clinic  is  well  patronised  and  is  now  held  weekly. 


Mid-wives. 

There  are  eight  mid-wives,  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council,  operating  within 
the  district.  The  three  areas  into  which  the  district  is  divided  are  served  thus  : 

Beaufort  ...  •••  2 midwives. 

Ebbw  Vale  ...  ...  4 „ (including  1 relief). 

Cwm  and  Waunlwyd  ...  ...  2 „ 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Nursing  facilities  are  available  through  the  branches  of  the  Monmouthshire  Nursing 
Association.  Individuals  generally  have  to  make  their  own  arrangements  with  the  Home,  but 
in  necessitous  cases  free  nursing  is  sometimes  obtained. 


Hospitals. 

The  two  hospitals  in  the  district  for  the  treatment  of  Medical  and  Surgical  cases  are 
now  amalgamated.  The  need  of  a Maternity  Home  within  the  area  is  greatly  desired  as  cases 
now  are  sent  to  various  hospitals  outside  the  district. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  two  motor  ambulances  belonging  to  the  Local  Authority  operate  a full  day  service. 
They  are  used  for  all  town  accidents  and  the  transportation  of  infectious  cases  to  the  Isolation 
Hospitals.  A nominal  charge  is  made  when  these  ambulances  are  hired  by  private  concerns  or 
individuals.  Other  ambulances  in  the  area  belong  to  Messrs.  Richard  Thomas  & Baldwins, 
Ltd.,  and  are  used  for  their  employees. 
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Mortuary. 


Before  the  mortuary  can  be  considered  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition,  I suggest  that 
the  walls  be  tiled. 


Industries 

Particulars  as  to  the  staple  industries  of  the  district  '(or  any  Parish)  or  part  of  the 
district : — > t- 

Steam  Coal  Collieries. 

Coke  Making. 

Coal  Bye  Product. 

Iron  and  Steel  Works. 

Sheet  Mills. 

Brick  Making. 

The  principal  diseases  from  which  those  engaged  in  the  coal  mining  industry  suffer 
from  are  : Bronchitis  (acute,  sub-acute  and  chronic),  Anthrocosis,  Silicosis,  Rheumatism  (sub- 
acute and  chronic).  Neuralgia  and  Neuritis,  Tonsilitis,  Accidents  and  their  complications.  Vari- 
cose Veins,  Flat  Foot,  Heart  Diseases,  Nystagmus,  and  various  forms  of  Beat  Knee  and  Elbow, 
Anaemia,  Nephritis  (occasional).  Pneumoconiosis.  The  usual  terminal  disease  of  those  engaged 
in  this  industry  is  Pneumonia. 


Stocking  of  Reservoirs. 

The  stocking  of  reservoirs  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  public  to  angle,  is  in  my 
opinion,  for  reasons  given  in  my  annual  report  of  1945,  highly  undesirable. 

Scavenging. 

On  the  whole  there  has  been  a marked  improvement  in  the  Town’s  scavenging  system 
since  the  introduction  of  the  new  compressor  type  lorry.  Another  vehicle  of  this  type  is 
expected  to  be  brought  into  use  during  the  early  part  of  1947. 

Tipping  sites  are  objectionable  however  well  controlled  and  I must  again  bring  to  your 
attention  the  fact  that  the  necessity  for  installing  incinerators  in  the  near  future  will  have  to  be 
considered  as  the  existing  sites  will  soon  be  out  of  use. 


Legislation  in  Force. 

Ebbw  Vale  Urban  District  Council  Bill. 
Statement  of  Permissive  Acts  Adopted  by  the  Council. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notifications)  Act,  1899  ...  ...  1st  March,  1890 

Public  Health  Acts,  Amended  Acts,  1890  Part  III.  ...  1st  April,  1891 
Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892  ...  ...  ...  1st  Noveraber,  1895 

Public  Health  Act,  Amended  Act,  1890  Part  IV.  ...  10th  July,  1896 
Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act,  1899  ...  21st  December,  1899 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890  Part  III.  ...  18th  October,  1900 


Local  Acts. 

Ebbw  Vale  Improvements  Act 

Ebbw  Vale  Water  Act 

Ebbw  Vale  Water  Act 

Ebbw  Vale  District  Council  Act 

Ebbw  Vale  District  Council  Act 

Ebbw  Vale  District  Council  Act 

Western  Valley  (Mon.)  Sewerage  Board  Act  ... 


1900 

1904 

1913 

1917 

1920 

1923 

1903 


Bye-Laws. 


With  respect  to 

Cleansing  of  Footpaths  and  Pavements 
Nuisances 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

•44 


10th  March,  1898 
...  20th  September,  1897 
...  20th  September,  1897 


Slaughterhouses  ... 


...  20th  September,  1897 


Public  Slaughterhouses 

23rd  January,  1891 

For  Prevention  of  Danger  from  Swings.  Whirligigs,  etc. 

9th  August.  1899 

Nuisances 

4th  April,  1905 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

4th  April,  1905 

Offensive  Trades 

12  th  April,  1905 

Employment  of  Children  ... 

26th  June,  1908 

Cemeteries 

2nd  October,  1911 

New  Streets  and  Buildings 

9th  November,  1925 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ... 

21st  June,  1904 

Pleasure  Ground 

21st  June,  1904 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  ... 

21st  June,  1904 

1.  — The  amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief. 

The  amount  of  out-relief  afforded  in  the  Parish  of  Ebbw  Vale  during  1946  was 
£24,775  17s.  2d. 

2. —The  extent  to  which  Hospital  and  other  forms  of  gratuitous  Medical  Relief  are  utilised. 

Hospital  and  other  forms  of  gratuitous  relief  are  in  accordance  with  needs  which  arise. 
Parish  dependents  are  treated  either  by  the  District  Medical  Officers  or  transferred 
to  Infirmary  when  necessary. 

3.  — Arrangements  for  examination  of  Bzicteriological  and  Pathological  Specimens. 

These  are  sent  to  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council  Bacteriologist  and  also  to  the 
Clinical  Research  Association,  as  there  are  no  facilities  locally. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

Statistics.  Year  ended  December  31st,  1946 


1. 

Estimated  Population 

29,260 

2. 

General  Death  Rate  ... 

11.07 

3. 

Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  ... 

0.68 

4. 

Infantile  Mortality  ... 

22 

5. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1921 

6,299 

6. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes,  1946  ... 

6,615 

7. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year ; 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority 

12 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

0 

Housing  Conditions. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour  and  materials  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
carrying  out  repairs  to  premises  in  the  area.  After  the  service  of  Notices,  however,  237  houses 
were  made  fit  under  the  supervision  of  your  Officers. 

During  the  year  the  conversion  of  the  Lodging  House,  at  Gibbons  Villas,  into  flats 
was  completed  and  thus  accommodation  was  found  for  12  families.  Work  on  the  erection  of 
58  permanent,  and  120  two-storey  permanent  prefabricated  houses  was  commenced,  but  when 
these  are  completed,  they  will  only  alleviate  in  a small  measure  the  present  shortage.  This  is 
borne  out  by  the  fact  that  approximately  1,900  applications  for  re-housing  have  been  received 
up  to  the  present. 

The  slum  clearance  programme  adopted  by  the  Council  was  brought  to  a standstill  by 
the  war,  and  now  approximately  500  houses  are  needed  to  replace  the  existing  slums.  Of  these, 
only  a few  can  be  included  in  the  number  of  applicants. 

Our  estimation  for  reasonably  alleviating  the  housing  problem  is  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  at  least  2,000.  Then,  taking  into  consideration  the  important  industrial  area  with  its  large 
floating  population,  who,  were  it  possible,  would  like  to  be  local  residents,  indicates  cle.arly  that 
the  2,000  is  only  an  approximate  figure. 
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1 — Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 


A.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  .563 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  694 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  1 above)  which 

were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regs., 

1925  and  1932  ...  ...  ...  318 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  412 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  89 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  preceding 

sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  6t  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

B.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without 

Service  of  formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  Informal 

Action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  136 

2— Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were  .served 

requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Q 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 

notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  0 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : 


1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service 

of  Formal  Notices : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  0 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respec  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  0 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

1.  Number  of  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

3— Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  VI.— Overcrowding 

(a)  1.  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  638 

2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  ...  882 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,160 
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15 

12 


(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  Overcrowding  reported  during  the  year 

(c)  1.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ... 

2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  ...  40 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again  become 

overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abate- 
ment of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  0 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  conditions  upon  which 

the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  . . . Nil 


Table  A. 

Inspections  carried  out  during  the  Year  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936 


Sanitary  Accommodation,  Cinemas,  etc  ...  ...  ...  9 

Drainage  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  123 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Piggeries,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Waterworks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  352 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Vermin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  214 
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Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  treated  for  the  eradication  of  bedbugs  : 

1.  Council  Properties  ...  ...  ...  ...  jg 

2.  Private  Properties  ...  ...  ...  ...  \2 

Methods  employed  in  carrying  out  this  work  entailed  spraying  with  D.D.T.,  and  where 
necessary,  .steam  disinfection  of  bedding.  All  necessary  precautios  are  taken  to  ensure  that 
the  belongings  of  ne  wtenants  of  Council  houses  are  free  from  vermin.  Tenants  are  given  full 
instructions  on  the  methods  by  which  their  premises  may  be  kept  free  from  infestation. 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919,  and  the 
Rodent  Infestation  Order,  1943 

During  the  year  two  maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out  on  the  sewers,  1,750 
man-holes  being  treated.  A summary  of  other  work  carried  out  is  shown  in  the  table  given 
below. 

Table  B 


Premises. 

Number. 

No.  of 
Visits. 

Business  Premises,  Private  Houses,  etc. 

196 

1,182 

Refuse  Tips 

4 

24 

Schools  ... 

4 

24 

River  Banks 

4 sections  24 

Public  Health  Meat  Regulations,  1924 

There  are  no  slaughter-houses  operating  in  this  area;  all  meat  coming  into  the  area 
being  killed  at  the  central  slaughter-house  at  Tredegar. 

Notice  of  occasional  slaughter  of  pigs  k illed  by  cottagers  is  still  being  given  and  during 
the  year  a number  of  pigs  were  inspected. 
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Food  Inspection 


The  following  table  shows  details  of  inspections  of  Food  Premises  in  the  area  carried 
out  during  the  year  : — 


Table  C 


Premises. 

Number. 

No.  of 
Visits. 

Greengrocers 

19 

43 

Butchers 

20 

68 

Restaurants,  Cafes 

9 

12 

Grocers  ... 

51 

185 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ... 

12 

28 

Bakehouses 

13 

18 

Cooked  Meat  Shops 

2 

12 

Markets 

1 

5 

51 


The  amount  of  food  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  is  very  small  when 
compared  with  the  total  consumption  in  the  area.  The  table  below  shows  the  total  condem- 
nations for  the  year  : — 


Table  D 


Article  Condemned. 


Amount. 


Meat,  Tinned 
Fruit, 

Milk, 

Sausage, 

Fish, 

Vegetables,  „ 
Jam, 

Paste,  „ 

Mustard,  „ 

Soup 

Meat 

Tea 

Flour 

Sugar 

Butter 

Bacon 

Sausage  ... 

Eggs 

Barley 

Wheat  Flakes 
Fish 

Cheese  . . . 
Dates 


118  tins 


19 

253 

16 

132 

2,075 

25 

7 

88 

98 


y} 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 


86  lbs. 


36 

36 

189 

124 

12 

40 


yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 


8 lbs. 


2 

56 

24 

322 


yy 

yy 

yy 


Water  Supply 


The  water  supply  for  the  area  comes  from  two  Reservoirs  which  are  situated  on  the 
Llangynidr  Mountain.  This  supply  will  be  augmented  during  1947  by  the  damming  of  the 
Claisfer  Stream,  and  the  pumping  of  water  from  there  to  the  Llangynidr  Reservoir. 

The  water  is  conveyed  to  the  town  by  cast  iron  gravitated  mains,  and  as  the  use  of 
lead  supply  pipes  has  been  almost  entirely  superceded  by  galvanised  iron,  the  risk  of  con- 
tamination by  lead  has  been  reduced  to  a minimum.  The  general  supply  is,  on  the  whole, 
adequate  and  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains  direct  to  the  houses  was 
6,605,  and  so,  approximately  29,200  of  the  population  were  thus  served. 

Samples  of  both  raw  and  treated  water  were  taken  regularly  and  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical and  chemical  examination.  Where  adverse  results  were  obtained,  action  to  remedy  the 
defects  was  immediate. 

Results  of  routine  samples  of  water  submitted  to  the  County  Pathologist  during  the  year 
are  tabulated  below  : — 


Satisfactory 

Number 

Unsatisfactory 

Number 

(a) 

Bacteriological  Exams.  Raw  Water  ... 

3 

9 

(b) 

Bacteriological  Exams.  Treated  Water 

26 

5 

(c) 

Chemical  Analyse.? 

10 

1 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Miikshops 

Tlie  milk  supply  for  the  area  has  been  found  to  be  satisfactory.  A large  proportion 
of  this  milk  comes  from  outside  districts.  There  are  only  eight  producers  in  the  area  and 
constant  supervision  was  maintained  to  ensure  that  the  premises  were  kept  in  a satisfactory 
condition. 
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The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year. 


Table  E 

No  in 

No.  in 

Premises. 

District. 

Inspections. 

Cowkeepers 

8 

35 

Retailers 

31 

127 

174  samples  of  milk  for  bacteriodlogical  analysis  were  taken  during  the  year  and  where 
an  adverse  report  was  received,  the  retailers  were  advised  of  the  necessary  precautions  to  be 
taken,  and  in  all  cases  a follow  up  ’ sample  proved  satisfactory. 

Factories  Act,  1937 

All  factories  and  workshops  in  the  area  were  visited  constantly  to  ensure  a satisfactory 
standard  of  cleanliness  was  maintained,  and  in  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  take  formal  action  to 
remedy  defects. 

Two  new  factories  commenced  during  the  year— a Chalk  and  Crayon  Factory,  and 
a Corset  Factory — both  employing  mainly  female  labour. 

Table  F 

No.  No. 

Registered.  Inspections. 

With  Power  ...  ...  ...  ..  gj  gg 

Without  Power  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 2^ 

Infectious  Diseases 


The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 


Disease. 

No. 

Notified. 

No.  of 
Disinfections 
Carried  out. 

No.  Removed 
to  Hosp.  or 
Sanatorium. 

Scarlet  Fever 

136 

136 

3 

Diphtheria 

19 

19 

17 

Typhoid  Fever 

2 

2 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary  and  Non 
Pulmonary 

45 

45 

12 

203 

203 

34 

54 


Common  Lodging  Hous'^s 


There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  area.  The  two  buildings  which  were 
previously  used  as  such  having  been  converted — one  into  12  flats,  and  the  other  into  a factory. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  district  is  being  drained  and  sewered  on  the  partially  separate  system;  the  surface 
water  drained  discharges  into  the  River  Ebbw.  The  sewerage  system  is  connected  to  and 
discharges  into  the  Western  Valley  Main  Trunk  Sewer,  from  which  it  is  conveyed  to  the  Bristol 
Channel. 


There  arc  141  earth  closets  in  the  area  and  it  is  hoped  to  arrange  for  the  replace- 
ment of  the  majority  of  these  by  water  closets  during  the  near  future. 

A number  of  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  the  testing  of  drainage,  and  where 
defects  were  found,  they  were  remedied  by  the  owners  without  need  of  formal  action  with  the 
exception  of  one  case  where  a combined  drain  was  relaid  by  the  Local  Authority  under  Section 
24  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Rainfall  for  the  Year  1946 


Month 

January 

February 

March 

-A^pril 

May 

June 

July 

■August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


Inches. 

No.  of  E 

10.05 

18 

8.16 

20 

2.66 

10 

2.79 

13 

5.06 

14 

3.65 

18 

2.94 

16 

8.63 

24 

10.12 

27 

1.58 

12 

14.54 

25 

6.59 

22 
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CONCLUSION 


In  conclusion  I must  express  satisfaction  at  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Department,  but  much  still  remains  to  be  done  with  regard  to  the  recommendations  and 
suggestions  I have  made  from  time  to  time. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  marking  my  appreciation  of  the  generous  co-operation 
afforded  by  members  of  the  Council,  my  colleagues,  and  of  the  excellent  work  carried  out  by 
members  of  my  staff. 


F.R.C.S.I.,  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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